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Energy Modelling Platform – Nigeria
(EMP-Nigeria) 2026
Concept Note
From Data to Deal – Building Nigeria's Capacity for Evidence-Based Energy Planning
30 November – 11 December 2026 | National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN)
Organised by the Energy Commission of Nigeria (ECN) in collaboration with the Climate Compatible Growth (CCG) Programme and partners.
Context
The Energy Modelling Platform Nigeria (EMP-N) is the second round of the Energy Modelling Platform (EMP) held by the Energy Commission of Nigeria (ECN) and partners, following the success of the first EMP-N held in 2025. Organisational partners include the Energy Commission of Nigeria, the World Resources Institute, Sustainable Energy for All, and the World Bank.
EMP-N aims to equip government analysts, academics, NGOs, and the private sector of Nigeria with the necessary tools, knowledge, and technical know-how to support the green energy transition in Nigeria in accordance with its development needs. Using country-specific data and open-source energy modelling tools provides the factual basis for achieving these goals.
Objective
The EMP-N’s overarching objectives are to:
· Gather the energy planning and modelling community in Nigeria to share experiences, models, and data in climate, land, energy, and water systems.
· Support human and institutional capacity in Nigeria for integrated energy modelling and investment planning.
· Support the development of centres of excellence for energy planning in Nigeria.
· Promote efficient and widespread use of open-source modelling tools to support the implementation of the SDGs, the Paris Agreement, and Africa's Agenda 2063.

For EMP-N 2026 specifically, the objectives are to:
· Training additional Nigerian professionals in 5 different tracks, 
· Deepen institutional embedding of modelling tools within the Energy Commission of Nigeria and key MDAs.
· Equip participants with skills to translate modelling outputs into financeable propositions.
· Promote partnerships for sustained support and country ownership.
Structure of the EMP-N 2026
EMP-N 2026 will be held in person at NOUN from 30 November to 11 December 2026, with concurrent training sessions over two weeks. 
The application period is as follows:
	Application stage
	Date

	Applications open
	21 September 2026

	Application deadline
	6 November 2026

	Applicants notified of outcome
	By 18 November 2026








EMP-N 2026 will deliver up to five training tracks, subject to approval and trainer availability:
· Energy Access Explorer (EAE)
EAE will introduce you to the importance of spatial data and analytics for providing actionable insights on expanding clean energy services for socio-economic development. You will work on practical, hands-on activities to identify high priority areas for energy access interventions, using the front-end of the application. You will also be introduced to, and work on, the back-end infrastructure (through the user-friendly interface of the dynamic information system) to develop an EAE application for a chosen geography.
· CLEWs
This course will teach you how to analyse policy decisions on issues such as promoting clean energy, competition for water, and agricultural modernisation. It will involve demonstrating how to define model components, link them in an integrated system representation, populate the model with data, run the model, and interpret results using CLEWs.
· OnSSET
This course will help you learn about geospatial energy modelling, how to build your own electrification analysis, how to include the geospatial dimension in your energy modelling and understand the earth’s different energy resources, and how to incorporate these into your energy modelling.
· MAED
This course will teach you how to use two of the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) modelling tools: the Model for Analysis of Energy Demand (MAED) and the Energy Balance Studio. Along the way, you will also learn about energy balances and energy systems in general, helping to strengthen skills in energy system planning 
· Geospatial Data Management
This course is aimed at energy planners, utility representatives, and IT specialists supporting energy planning efforts. You will get an overview of different types of geospatial data sources that can support modelling efforts, with a focus on open data, data quality standards, best practices, and state-of-the-art tools for data collection, manipulation, spatial data infrastructure (SDI), and management, This includes how to best document the data to allow replication and update of models as new data becomes available. 


Each course has two parts:
· Self-paced study: Participants complete the Open University course for their chosen track and attach the certificate of completion to their application. Following acceptance, an induction session and an online preparatory week provide coaching and troubleshooting.
· In-depth hands-on training: The two in-person weeks comprise interactive training with dedicated trainers. Participants develop a national case study and an “elevator pitch” presentation for a senior decision-maker. Feedback is provided on presentations and reports, and a certificate is awarded upon successful completion.
Training methodology
EMP-N 2026 will adopt a participatory, hands-on approach, including:
· Instructor-led sessions: Expert trainers deliver foundational and advanced modules.
· Practical exercises: Participants work with real data and case studies.
· Peer learning: Alumni and experienced practitioners share insights.
· Group projects: Participants collaborate to solve specific energy planning challenges.
· Mentorship: Continued support through the Energy Modelling Community (EMC).
· Investment readiness module: Bridging modelling outputs to project preparation and finance.
Expected outcomes
	Outcome
	Indicator

	Enhanced capacity
	Professionals trained across up to five tracks

	Institutional embedding
	Tools and processes adopted within ECN and partner ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs)

	Stronger data systems
	Central Electricity Data Pool operationalised

	Investment readiness
	Participants can translate modelling into project proposals

	Sustainability
	National Steering Committee actively coordinating future editions

	Stronger partnerships
	New sponsors and partners engaged



Application
Nigerian candidates will be prioritised; however, international applications are also welcome. Target participants include:
· Government officials from ECN, the Ministry of Power, the Ministry of Environment and other relevant MDAs.
· Academics from universities and research institutions with energy-related programmes.
· Private-sector energy planners, consultants and project developers.
· Development partners from international organisations supporting Nigeria’s energy transition.
· Alumni of previous EMP-N editions seeking refresher training.
Applicants must complete the required self-paced Open University courses before applying and submit the following documents:
· A certificate of completion for the respective Open University course for the chosen track.
· A certificate of completion for 'Modelling, Policy and Political Economy' (all applicants).
· A stamped Letter of Commitment from the applicant's institution, demonstrating that the output of study is in demand by government or is policy-relevant research.
· A Letter of Motivation stating why the applicant should be selected and why their background makes them ideal for the course.
Application form: https://forms.gle/AfjkDbtXagX32WQj6 
Applications open on 21 September 2026 and close on 6 November 2026. Applicants will be notified of the outcome by 18 November 2026.
Partners
The event is organised by the Energy Commission of Nigeria in collaboration with CCG and partners. The EMP-N platform’s organisational partners include ECN, the World Resources Institute, Sustainable Energy for All and the World Bank.
Partner roles for EMP-N 2026 include:
· Climate Compatible Growth (CCG)
· GIZ
· NISO
· NOUN 
Organisational structure
Energy Modelling Platform Nigeria Planning Committee: Established after EMP-N 2025 to provide strategic guidance, oversight and coordination for EMP-N 2026. Membership includes ECN and other partners.
Secretariat: A committee within ECN responsible for day-to-day planning, logistics and coordination.
Sustainability
EMP-N 2026 is designed for long-term impact through:
· Institutionalisation: Embedding tools within ECN and partner institutions.
· National Steering Committee: Ensuring ongoing coordination beyond the event.
· Energy Modelling Community (EMC): Continued mentorship and peer learning.
· Alumni Network: Empowering past participants to become future trainers.
EMP-N 2026 represents a critical step in Nigeria's journey toward evidence-based, investment-ready energy planning. By expanding training, deepening partnerships, and institutionalising capacity, we can ensure that Nigeria's energy transition is grounded in robust analysis, national ownership, and sustainable collaboration.
We invite partners, sponsors, and stakeholders to join us in making EMP-N 2026 a landmark event for Nigeria's energy future.
Further information
Ageebee Terngu Thomas
Secretary, Energy Modelling Platform Nigeria Planning Committee
Energy Commission of Nigeria
Email: tomageebee@yahoo.com
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